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DRAFTED BY E A/TIMB S : DLFIELD :EV C 
APPROVED BY EA/TIMBS:REFRITTS 
INR/REA:JWIANT 

049942 271107Z/14 

R 262359Z JUN 78 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY RANGOON 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 162659 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-2 

TAGS: EAGR, ECON, PINT, BM 

SUBJECT: POSSIBLE RICE SHORTAGE 

1 . DEPT BELIEVES THAT PATTERNS IN INCREASE AND DECREASE 
OF BLACK MARKET RICE PRICES MAY HAVE SOME RELATION TO OR 
FORBODE POTENTIAL INTERNAL (CIVIL UNREST) OR EXTERNAL 
(SHORTAGE OF FOREIGN EXCHANGE) PROBLEMS FOR BURMA. 

2. REQUEST THAT EMBASSY AND AMCONSUL MANDALAY REPORT 
RICE PRICE TRENDS IN RANGOON, MANDALAY AND ANY OTHER 
CITIES FOR WHICH DATA IS OBTAINABLE ON AT LEAST A MONTHLY 
BASIS. VANCE 
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